Unveiling the Colossus: 10 Captivating Facts
About the Statue of Liberty for Young
Explorers

Rising majestically above New York Harbor, the Statue of Liberty has been
a beacon of freedom and hope for generations. Its iconic form has graced
countless postcards, movies, and even stamps, but have you ever
wondered about the fascinating stories behind its creation and design?

In this article, we'll embark on a journey to uncover 10 captivating facts
about the Statue of Liberty, specially tailored for curious young minds. Get
ready to be amazed by its rich history, intricate details, and the inspiring
message it conveys.
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1. A Gift from France
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Did you know that the Statue of Liberty was a gift from the people of France
to the people of the United States? In 1875, France gifted this colossal
statue to commemorate the alliance between the two countries during the

American Revolutionary War.

2. A Symbol of Freedom
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The Statue of Liberty is a symbol of freedom and democracy around the
world. Its torch represents enlightenment, while the broken chains at its feet
symbolize the end of slavery.

3. A Colossal Masterpiece
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Standing at 151 feet tall (46 meters) and weighing over 450,000 pounds
(204,000 kilograms),the Statue of Liberty is an engineering marvel. lts
copper skin is only 0.03 inches thick (0.76 millimeters),but it's incredibly

durable and has weathered the elements for over a century.

4. A Journey Across the Atlantic
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The Statue of Liberty was shipped from France to the United States in 350
pieces. It took four months to sail across the Atlantic Ocean and was
assembled on Liberty Island in New York Harbor.

5. A Labor of Love
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The Statue of Liberty was designed by French sculptor Frédéric Auguste
Bartholdi and built by Gustave Eiffel, the engineer behind the Eiffel Tower.
Over 200 workers spent years constructing the statue, using copper and

iron.

6. A Symbol of Immigration
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For many years, the Statue of Liberty was the first sight of America for

millions of immigrants arriving in New York Harbor. It became a symbol of
hope and a new beginning for those seeking refuge and opportunity.

7. A Lightning Rod
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The Statue of Liberty's torch is often struck by lightning. It's estimated that
the statue is struck an average of 600 times per year!

8. A Changing Color
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When the Statue of Liberty was first completed, its copper skin was a shiny,
reddish-brown color. However, over time, the copper has oxidized and
turned a beautiful shade of green.

9. A National Monument
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The Statue of Liberty was designated a National Monument in 1924. It has
since become one of the most iconic landmarks in the United States and is
visited by millions of people each year.

10. A Message of Hope
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The Statue of Liberty stands as a symbol of hope, freedom, and
democracy. It reminds us that we are all connected and that we should
strive to create a better world for everyone.

So, there you have it— 10 captivating facts about the Statue of Liberty that
will inspire you to learn even more about this iconic landmark. Remember,
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the Statue of Liberty is not just a statue; it's a symbol of our shared values
and a reminder that we can all make a difference in the world.

Further Reading

= National Park Service: Statue of Liberty

= History.com: Statue of Liberty

= Encyclopeedia Britannica: Statue of Liberty
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